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Your Excellency, John Nyangarama, Governor Nyamira County, 

County leadership present, 

Development Partners, 

Distinguished Guests, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

It is with great pleasure that I join you today during the 2020 World AIDS 

Day Commemoration.  I take this opportunity to express my gratitude 

to Governor John Nyangarama and the people of Nyamira County 

for the warm reception and hosting commemoration of this important 

day. 

Mbuya mono sana. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, Your Excellency, 

This year’s World AIDS Day commemoration marks the 32nd event of its 

kind in its history in Kenya. It is a day set aside to provide an opportunity 

for leaders to renew their commitments to the HIV and AIDS Response 

globally and a day to remember those we have lost along the way to 

AIDS.  Ending AIDS is a key precursor to achieving Universal Health 

Coverage. 

Kenya has lost close to 2 million people since the first case was 

officially declared in the country in 1984. I would like us to take a 

moment of silence in remembrance of our brothers, sisters, parents 

and relatives who died as a result of AIDS related complications.  I also 

wish to call upon our national solidarity and shared responsibility in the 

management of HIV and extend the same to contain COVID-19.  
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Ladies and Gentlemen,  

Today I would like for us to reflect on the impact of the disease since 

the first case of HIV in Kenya was officially declared which caused a 

record mortality of over 700 Kenyans in four years, effect on the 

economy and skilled human resource thereby causing the worst 

orphan crises of our time. Child headed households became a norm 

in our midst, with a generation denied of natural course of maturity.  

In the midst of this crises, history reminds us of the sacrifices made by 

great men and women in this country who confronted a highly 

stigmatized society and shared their lived experiences that became 

a pillar to set the country on the right path in the HIV response. For 

those who have since departed, we continue to celebrate them.   

 Ladies and Gentlemen,  

Since then, we have made progress as a country through resource 

mobilization and awareness creation on HIV prevention and 

treatment options. Our resource mobilization efforts have been 

supported by our Development Partners for Health in Kenya and I 

would like to take this opportunity to sincerely appreciate their 

dedication towards supporting Kenya’s efforts against HIV/AIDS.  

In addition, communities have played a major role to reverse the 

trends of the HIV epidemic through significant changes in sexual 

behaviours and cultural practices to counter the rise in HIV cases. 

These combined efforts have led to significant success with a 

reduction of new infection rates from as high as 350,000 adults in 1994 

to 41,000 in the year 2019. Today, a total of 1.1 Million people living 
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with HIV are able to access lifesaving antiretroviral drugs (ARVs) and 

a coverage of 94% with Prevention of Mother to child transmission 

services.   

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

This year has been very tough for all sectors globally due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic and we have witnessed disruption in routine and 

overall health service delivery. Despite this massive global disruption, 

the Ministry of Health in collaboration with County Governments has 

put in place effective measures to ensure minimal impact on health 

service delivery disruptions and ensured continuity of HIV services.   

 

I specifically thank all frontline health workers and the leadership of  

Nyamira County Government and recognise their sacrifice to ensure 

that we secure our gains. I also take this opportunity to send my 

sincere condolences to all citizens who have lost their loved ones in 

this difficult time. The Government is committed to ensure that our 

frontline workers are provided with personal protective equipment to 

protect them from contracting infections in the line of duty.   

 

 

Hon Governor,  

I am happy to note the tremendous positive progress in addressing 

HIV and maternal health challenges in Nyamira County under your 

able leadership with reduction in the number of HIV infections by 30 % 

(from 638 in 2017, to 416 in 2019).  It is however sad to note that amidst 
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the progress we unfortunately lost 178 people due to AIDS related 

deaths last year in this County. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

The number of new HIV infections, particularly among young women 

and girls remains unacceptably high with more than 40 percent of all 

adults’ infections occurring among young people. Every week, 118 

adolescents aged 10-19yrs become newly infected with HIV.  

 Nyamira County has an estimated 144 young people aged 15-24 

newly infected with HIV.  The Ministry of Health in partnership with 

County Governments is committed to re-examine and re-think the 

effectiveness of our current strategies and our programmatic 

interventions and must go beyond adolescents and young people to 

our collective shared societal responsibility as parents, guardians and 

leaders. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

On the issue of elimination of Mother to Child Transmission, Nyamira 

County has a transmission rate of 9.1 percent against the target of 

reaching below 5% transmission rates.  Last year, 69 children were born 

with HIV and we lost more than 40 children aged 0 -14 to AIDS related 

complications in this County.  

I am therefore  happy to note that the County has developed a 

Business Plan for the Elimination of Mother to Child Transmission of HIV 

and Syphillis, which will be launched today.  I would like to urge the 

County government to secure domestic resources and invest in 
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community health support systems for women living with HIV for the 

smooth implementation of the plan aimed at improving the quality of 

sexual and reproductive health services offered to women living with 

HIV; ensuring that all women access skilled birth deliveries and reduce 

the gaps of unmet need for family planning.  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

The National Government continues to monitor critical indicators to 

ensure that there is no reversal of gains made in the HIV response.  A 

noticeable decline in the number of Kenyans accessing HIV services 

including diagnosis was experienced upon the introduction of COVID-

19 related restrictions, and while this situation is now improving, there 

is a need to look for innovative options to maintain access to these 

services. 

 

In this regard, today marks the launch the first pilot HIV self-testing 

automated vending machine (which works much like the ATM) in 

Kajiado County and will be rolled out nationally in the coming months. 

This service will offer virtual counselling services provided through a 

Call Centre manned by able counsellors. One  only need to get a kit 

and dial 1190, or download our virtual google play app ‘Be Sure’. The 

Vending machine will provide one with discretion, enhance privacy 

and in turn, reduce the fear of stigma.  This service has been made 

possible through a public-private partnership with Farmer’s Choice 

Limited Kenya and OraSure Technologies Inc. I have instructed 

NASCOP to monitor the success of this pilot phase before we can 

expand the services to other areas in the country. 
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 In addition, the National AIDS Control Council will work to invest and 

strengthen our partnership with networks of people living with HIV. We 

must eliminate HIV related stigma and discriminations.    

  

In conclusion,  

As we commemorate the World AIDS day, in solidarity with the global 

communities, I would like to urge all citizens to join in national shared 

responsibility of wearing masks, use of sanitizers, washing hands and 

keeping social distance to mitigate against the rising COVID-19 cases.    

Asanteni sana 


