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Your Excellency, John Nyangarama, Governor Nyamira County, 

Principal Secretary, Ministry of Health, Susan Mochache 

County leaders present, 

Partners Present, 

Distinguished guests, 

Ladies and Gentlemen……..  

Please receive our highest compliments from the National AIDS Council. I 

would like to take this opportunity to thank all the stakeholders for accepting 

the invitation from the Council to commemorate the 32nd World AIDS Day. 

Honorable Governor, On behalf of the National AIDS Control Council, may 

I also take this opportunity to sincerely thank your County Government for 

hosting this globally and nationally celebrated event. We recognize your 

leadership and dedication on accelerating progress of the HIV response.   

 

Fellow Citizens, World AIDS Day, designated on 1 December every year since 

1988, is an international day dedicated to raising awareness of the AIDS 

pandemic caused by the spread of HIV infection and mourning those who 

have died of AIDS related complications.   Allow me to take this opportunity 

to request that we observe a minute of silence in remembrance of close to 2 

million of our brothers and sisters who have died as a result of AIDS related 

deaths.   

 This year, UNAIDS chose the World AIDS Day theme as “Global Solidarity 

and Shared Responsibility”.  This message serves as a reminder that it is only 

through seamless cooperation between citizens and government that we can 



succeed to reverse devastating impacts of diseases with a pandemic 

magnitude.  

Ladies and gentlemen, in recognition of these difficult moments the Council 

is today calling out on all Kenyans to join in solidarity to stop the spread of 

COVID-19.  Our theme today is “Komesha HIV and COVID-19#Tuwajibike”. 

We are on a cross road as a society, we must carefully choose a path that will 

deliver us from the devastating impact of these two concurrent pandemics. 

We are calling out on all leaders to take bold decisions to tackle socio-

economic inequities, stigma and cultural hindrances that need to be shifted 

to win the battle against COVID-19.  The Chief Guest, allow me to thank the 

frontline workers in the management of COVID-19 response. They continue 

to serve relentless with sacrifices made even against the wishes of their own 

families.  We owe them individual responsibilities to protect us against 

COVID-19.  

We have many success lessons from the HIV response that we can apply in the 

COVID-19 response.  The pillar of success lies within the power derived from 

engaging communities, confronting difficult subjects, such as eliminating 

stigma and discrimination, human rights abuses, gender-based violence and 

gender inequalities which are often the paths that disease patterns follow.   

Women and Girls in the context of COVID-19 

Ladies and Gentlemen, I would like to re-emphasis on the need to address 

gender inequality in the context of COVID-19. Lessons from HIV and other 

diseases of similar proportions, show that despite initial gender neutrality, the 

burden always disproportionately tilts against our women and girls either 



through the burden of care and ultimate price of long structural deficits that 

eventually create vulnerabilities. I call upon all leaders not to ignore 

traditional patterns that shift burden of care to women and girls when 

cushioning against COVID-19 socio-economic disruptions.  In regards to HIV, 

women and girls have over the years borne the disproportionate burden of 

new infections, prevalence and gender imbalance roles of taking care of 

orphans and sick family members. As such, COVID-19 related economic 

recovery plans should ensure that they are primary beneficiaries. 

Take Note of successes in the HIV response 

Fellow Citizens, allow me to reflect on the successes we have noted in the 

HIV response.  By the end of 2019, models show that we averted more than 

700,000 deaths since the onset of the epidemic due access to life saving 

medications.  The country has more than 1.1 million Kenyans who are on anti-

retroviral therapy. New HIV infections are down by more than half as 

compared to 2015, and infections occurring as a result of mother to child 

transmission albeit still high are on decline.  Elimination of HIV stigma and 

discrimination, a stubborn matter, continue to be a key programme area 

across the country AIDS response.  I would like to take this opportunity to 

pass a vote of thanks to Her Excellency the First Lady of the Republic of Kenya, 

Mama Margaret Kenyatta. Her selfless devotion to the issues of mothers and 

children has been instrumental in the HIV response.  She has consistently 

taught us the value of shared solidarity that is being asked of us today.   

 



On Teenage pregnancies and HIV 

Ladies and Gentlemen, while noting these successes, several challenges 

remain. New HIV infections among adolescents and young people, key 

population of sex workers, men who have sex with men and injecting drug 

users driven by lack of conducive environment, free of stigma and 

marginalization, persist.  Allow me to briefly talk about the issues of 

adolescent girls and young women. 

Honorable Governor, this matter is close to my heart.  The need for 

leadership to address the issue of teenage pregnancies is a matter of 

urgency.   In 2019, the Council sadly noted that a total of 6,247 children and 

adolescents aged 10 to 19 were newly infected with HIV.  Eighty-four percent 

(84%) of these infections occurred among our girls.  Sadly, the country lost 

2,274 of our children of the same age group due to AIDS related complications. 

Data for other younger women cohorts follow a similar pattern. Forty-one 

percent (41%) of all new HIV infections among adults were among girls and 

young women aged 15-29.  In the same year, the Council was informed that 

the Ministry of Health programme data showed 20,363 children aged 10-14 had 

been attended to in hospitals across the country as pregnant mothers. Even 

worse, the same data showed us that for the girls aged 15-19, a total of 378,665 

had been attended to in our health facilities as pregnant mothers.  Similarly, 

high numbers were observed in 2018. 

Honorable Governor, in this regard, I take this opportunity to request that 

you lead us to drop all forms of socio-cultural and societal hypocrisy that has 

deterred us from confronting the issues of teenage pregnancies.  I take note 



that despite the presence of a progressive legal framework, we continue to 

witness a crisis of children being defiled and impregnated. At the same time, 

leaders across all sectors continue to remain enshrined and united in a culture 

of silence on the matter.   

Ladies and Gentlemen, a pregnant girl is robbed of opportunities to access 

a basic human right of access to education that opens the doors to self-

empowerment and economic freedom.  Furthermore, these girls are denied 

the right to access life skills that are essential for uptake of prevention choices 

against diseases such as HIV. This matter is not just a health issue, but an 

economic and social injustice. We have to come out strongly, condemn this 

issue as a matter of violation, educate our boy child too and deal punitively 

with men who prey on these girls. Equally, parents should take up their role 

of safe guarding their children at all times. 

Hon. Governor, today we are excited to launch the second Kenya AIDS 

Strategic Framework.  Developed through a consultative process, the 

framework has provided policy directions on accelerating the progress in the 

HIV response, securing the gains made to date while bridging the gaps to leave 

no one behind.  Moving forward the Council will work in partnership with the 

47 County Governments to draw plans that responds to the unique needs of 

citizens. We look forward to working with all the county Governments to plan, 

implement and review their second generation of AIDS Strategic Plans. I 

would like to urge County Governments to integrate HIV with their health, 

community, education and workplaces plans. Further there’s need to ensure 



that all investments enhance our health and community systems to respond 

to all emergencies such as COVID-19. 

I am also proud to note that through the leadership of NASCOP, the Ministry 

will today in Kajiado County, unveil the first automated HIV self-testing 

vending machine that responds to the need to remain innovative and 

minimize service disruptions when emergencies such as COVID-19 occur. This 

is a great stride to ensure that Kenyans access diagnostic services and are 

linked to life saving treatment and prevention programmes.   

Ladies and Gentlemen, as I conclude, I would like to once again express 

the gratitude from the National AIDS Control Council to the people of 

Nyamira County for hosting us.  Honorable Governor, asante sana. Through 

your leadership Nyamira County has continued to record impressive 

development in the health sector.  

Thank you, to the Ministry of Health.  You have continued to provide guidance 

to us, and have been true heroes in the fight against COVID-19. Finally, to all 

our partners, Community led organizations, leadership of people living with 

HIV, Key population, Young people, development and implementing partners 

from all sectors, we remain grateful for your commitment to end AIDS in 

Kenya.   

And to everyone, as we approach the festive season, we must not forget, 

masks, sanitizers and keeping our social distance.  Let us not lower our guard.   

Pamoja tuungaane KuKomesha Virusi vya Ukimwi na Corona pia, 

Tuwajibike Jamani… 

Asanteni….. 


